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MEETING SUMMARY
ALLIANCE OF ROUGE COMMUNITIES

Allen Park
Auburn Hills
Beverly Hills

March 25, 2010, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Costick Activity Center, Farmington Hills

Bingham Farms
Birmingham
Bloomfield Hills
Bloomfield Twp.
Canton Twp.
Commerce Twp.
Dearborn
Dearborn Heights
Farmington
Farmington Hills
Franklin
Garden City
Inkster
Lathrup Village
Livonia
Melvindale
Northville
Northville Twp.
Novi
Oak Park
Oakland County
Orchard Lake
Plymouth
Plymouth Twp.
Pontiac
Redford Twp.
Rochester Hills
Romulus
Southfield
Troy

1. Welcome (Tim Faas)
a. Roll Call /Determination of Quorum ‐ Roll call was taken. The 24 members listed
below were in attendance, which was sufficient for a quorum.
ARC Member
Allen Park
Auburn Hills
Beverly Hills
Bingham Farms
Birmingham
Bloomfield Hills
Bloomfield Twp.
Canton Twp.
Commerce Twp.
Dearborn
Dearborn Heights
Farmington
Farmington Hills
Franklin
Garden City
Inkster
Lathrup Village
Livonia
Melvindale
Northville
Northville Twp.

Attended Y/N
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
N
N
Y
Y
Y
N
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N

ARC Member
Novi
Oakland County
Oak Park
Orchard Lake
Plymouth
Plymouth Twp.
Pontiac
Redford Twp.
Rochester Hills
Romulus
Southfield
Troy
Van Buren Twp.
Walled Lake
Washtenaw County
Wayne
Wayne County
Wayne County Airport Authority
Westland
Wixom

Attended Y/N
N
Y
Y
N
N
Y
N
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
N
N
N
Y
Y
N
Y
N

Van Buren Twp.
Walled Lake
Washtenaw County

b.

Wayne
Wayne County

c.

Wayne County Airport
Authority
Westland
Wixom
Cooperating Partners:

d.

Introductions of ARC guests
T. Faas asked all guests in attendance to introduce themselves.
Additions or Changes to the Draft Meeting Agenda
There were no additions or changes made to the draft meeting agenda.
Approval of October 21, 2009 Meeting Summary
A motion was made by Tom Biasell, Farmington Hills, to approve the October 21,
2009 meeting summary. It was seconded by Shawn Keenan, Auburn Hills, and
passed unanimously.

Friends of the Rouge
Southeastern Oakland
County Water Authority
Wayne State University

c/o ECT, 719 Griswold, Suite 1040, Detroit, MI 48226 -- Ph: 313-963-6600 Fax: 313-963-1707

e.

Progress Update on “The Value of ARC Membership”
Tim Faas gave an update on the value of ARC Membership and the ARC’s 4
ideas/areas to work on from the presentation that he originally gave in December
2008 as follows:
1)Promote ARC membership benefits
Tim informed the members that the Executive Director staff prepared the “Why
Join the ARC” slideshow which is available to communities on the ARC website. The
officers and executive director staff worked with communities to provide
information for their budgets and council meetings. Executive Director staff
provided members with MS4 permit compliance assistance.
2) Expand our network of stakeholders
Officers made formal requests to the City of Detroit, attended both the Clinton and
Huron Watershed Council functions on behalf of the ARC and are having ongoing
discussions, including a meeting on 3/29, with SEMCOG on future assistance to the
ARC. The ARC continues to work on solutions to the contested case and FOTR has
become more dependent on the ARC for funding as a service provider to the ARC.
Executive Director staff has also met with the Erb Foundation. The ARC has not
contacted DTE or ITC yet.
3) Enhance our public education efforts
Tim summarized that the ARCommunication newsletter was distributed twice in
2009 and the 501(c)(3) application has been submitted for the ARC Foundation. The
ARC website continues to be a work in progress under the PIE budget. The survey
and stewardship forum has not been done yet.
4) Better define our roles
T. Faas invited the PIE and Technical Committee chairs to become part of the
Finance Committee. Executive Director staff is prioritizing activities on the MS4
permit compliance issue. Executive Director staff is also making sure that only
required staff attends the various ARC meetings to optimize time.
T. Faas asked that ARC members contact him or any of the other officers with their
feedback.

2. Treasurers/Finance Committee Report (W. Domine)
a. 2009 Budget Status Report
Wayne Domine, Interim Treasurer, informed the Full ARC that all expected 2009
dues have been received. The only dues budgeted in 2009 that will not be received
are from Superior Township in the amount of $7,359. W. Domine informed the
group that our estimated 2009 roll‐over amount for 2010 is $122,231. We will not
have the exact amount until the beginning of April because one 2009 task will not
be completed until March 31.
b. 2010 Budget Status Report
W. Domine stated that the first round of 2010 ARC Membership invoices were sent
out in early February and we are beginning to see some checks coming in already.
The last round of invoices will go out in late May.
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W. Domine said that the Finance Committee has asked the committee chairs to
review their 2010 budgets to identify projects that could possibly be put on hold if
membership declines.
T. Faas stated that he surveyed all of the ARC Members regarding their membership
status in the ARC for 2010. He stated that all members were very positive about
their continued membership. T. Faas offered any assistance including meeting with
and presenting to the communities councils as they move forward with their
budgets. He asked that the communities contact him or Jim Ridgway if they need
assistance with this.
3. Executive Director Report (J. Ridgway)
a. Watershed Management Plan Update
J. Ridgway informed the committee that the Watershed Management Plan update
continues with SWAG meetings planned for March 30‐31 to review priority areas
and projects. We intend to edit and format the plan in April and forward it to
MDNRE.
b. ARC Foundation 501(c)(3) application
J. Ridgway confirmed that the ARC Foundation 501(c)(3) application was submitted
and is being processed.
c. 2009 Executive Director’s Annual Report
J. Ridgway presented a summary of the Executive Director 2009 Annual Report for
the members. The report showcases the many goals the ARC has accomplished in
2009. The full report, including the appendices, can be found on the ARC website
and contains useful information for community’s annual reports.
Executive Director Staff (ED Staff) provided support of the 2009 meetings including
distribution of notices and materials prior to meetings. They provided ongoing
general support services. ED Staff provided technical assistance to members in
meeting their Watershed Based Storm Water NPDES permit requirements and
monitored the contested case issue. ED Staff also assisted in the development of
the annual budget and work plans.
ED Staff provided advocacy and administration services to the ARC. ED Staff
received 3 FOIA requests and distributed various materials to ARC members. ED
Staff acted as an advocate for the Rouge River Watershed by attending various
meetings with organizations, researching funding opportunities with USACE and
NOAA among others. ED Staff also provided information about the Storm Water
Permit contested case and the Watershed management Plan revisions. ED Staff also
planned on behalf of the ARC an EPA/NOAA bus tour to educate officials about
habitat restoration activities in the Rouge. ED Staff also supported the ARC in
marketing and communication by meeting with MiEarth, the Erb Foundation and
preparing the ARCommunication newsletter.
ED Staff provided support to the PIE Committee for the Green Infrastructure
campaign which funded 13 projects in the watershed, presented 3 green
infrastructure workshops and bus tours and presented 2 septic system maintenance
workshops. Ed Staff also assisted with the revisions and distribution of the
Maintaining Your Detention Pond manual and distributed training videos from
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SEMCOG and the Rouge Watershed video developed by the City of Farmington Hills.
ED Staff designed the MiEarch ad for the Signal magazine and provided content for
the MiEarth website and developed the ARC promotional ad to air on PBS. FOTR
also provided services to the ARC including local and regional outreach,
development of an annual report to help members fulfill requirements of their
permit and conducted a survey of ARC members to ensure FOTR programs meet the
needs/desires of the communities.

d.

ED Staff and FOTR provided support to the Technical Committee. FOTR provided
Rouge River watershed monitoring activities for benthic macroinvertebrates in the
spring and fall and did the winter stonefly search in January. ED Staff provided
support on the collaborative IDEP and E. coli TMDL Plan by assisting the Technical
Committee in developing a draft web‐based Rouge River Storm Water Reporting
System for Phase II permit reporting to the MDNRE. ED Staff assisted the Technical
Committee in the development of a land cover inventory for the Rouge River
Watershed. ED Staff provided RFP development, bidder ranking, bidder interviews,
contract development and negotiations and contract administration. ED Staff also
assisted with the preparation of grants.
Grant Status Report
J. Ridgway talked about accessing USACE Great Lakes Restoration funding to write a
Corps Rouge River Feasibility Study. By doing the feasibility study, the ARC will be
eligible for other funding with the USACE. The feasibility study will require $50,000
match from the ARC.
J. Ridgway gave a summary of the grants that were submitted earlier this year as
follows:
• GLRI grants
o Green Infrastructure: $648,750 to create green infrastructure in the Valley
Woods Nature Preserve (Southfield), Lower and Upper Rouge Parkways in
Wayne County and Rouge and Eliza Howell Parks in Detroit.
o Danvers Pond in Farmington Hills: $499,254 to remove the dam and
create a naturalized water course.
• Great Lakes Commission Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Grants
o Rouge Green Corridor/Birmingham: ($30,000) This proposal will install
1,280 square feet of porous pavers near Quarton Lake in Birmingham
o Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Training for Contractors ($10,000) The
ARC will create a training program on soil erosion and sedimentation for
contractors.
J. Ridgway asked all ARC members to forward brief summaries of any grant that
were submitted for GLRI funding.
Shawn Keenan, Auburn Hills, asked about the grant that included Eliza Howell Park
and it being owned by the City of Detroit. J. Ridgway stated that we will work with
ARC communities primarily, but the park qualified for the funding request and it
benefited the Rouge Watershed.

4. Review of MS4 Permit Compliance Evaluation (J. Ridgway)
J. Ridgway informed the members that our web‐based reporting project is being beta
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tested. This will provide the ARC members a streamlined reporting process. J. Ridgway
stated that the EPA has performed an audit in Ann Arbor. ARC Staff will review the audit
to make sure our reporting system incorporates any issues they may have found during
the audit in Ann Arbor. ARC Staff are also following the Riverview case. This reporting
system product will allow members to easily assemble our reporting to the MDNRE.
T. Biasell, Farmington Hills, informed the members that the MDNRE contacted them
about conducting an audit of their permit. The MDNRE stated that it was going to be a
learning process for them. The audit took 2 days. The audit was represented as a work
in process but was very intense. Hae‐Jin Yoon, MDNRE, stated that their intention is to
conduct 20‐25 audits by the end of September.
5. Standing Committee Reports
T. Faas took a moment to say that he recently attended both the PIE and Technical
Committee’s meeting and was very impressed with the way that the Chairs Brandy
Siedlaczek, Southfield, and Gary Zorza, Farmington Hills, facilitated them. The Chairs do
a lot of work and should be commended.
a. Organization Committee (K. Cave/M. Bononi, Co‐chairs)
Kelly Cave, Wayne County, reviewed the draft revisions to the Procedure for the
Pursuit and Acceptance of Grants. The committee revised the procedure because
grant notices come out and staff has to move quickly to submit a proposal. These
revisions will allow the Executive Director staff to work with the committee chairs for
approval. If a grant is awarded then the ARC will enter into a contract through the
current Purchasing Policy. The main revision to the procedure is that the ARC Chair
and Executive Director decide which grants to pursue. The motion was made by W.
Domine, Bloomfield Twp., to approve the Procedure for the Pursuit ad Acceptance of
Grants as submitted and was seconded by G. Mekjian, Southfield. Motion passed.
K. Cave reviewed a memo which summarized the Organizational Committee’s March
11 meeting. The Organizational Committee recommended that a policy be drafted to
address officer vacancies, in lieu of amending the ARC Bylaws.
The Organizational Committee discussed the issue of updating the formula used to
calculate the member dues. K. Cave reported that the bylaws provide for revisions to
the formula upon publication of new United States census data, which will be
available in 2011.
The Organizational Committee also discussed the issue of whether ARC membership
is affected if a member obtains coverage under the jurisdictional General Storm
Water Permit instead of under the watershed‐based General Storm Water Permit.
ARC membership is defined in Article II.B of the ARC Bylaws. Appendix B of the
Bylaws provides a listing of eligible Primary Members. Therefore, if an existing ARC
member has or changes to coverage under the jurisdictional General Storm Water
Permit, it appears that their status as an ARC Primary Member is unchanged. Article
II.B.1.b of the bylaws provides that public agencies not shown in Appendix B that
have coverage under the jurisdictional General Storm Water Permit may become
Associate members, provided that the agency is otherwise eligible for ARC
membership as defined in the Bylaws.

Full ARC Meeting Summary
March 25, 2010

Page 5

K. Cave stated that future agenda items for the Organizational Committee will
include discussion of a proposed procedure regarding requests from outside agencies
to the ARC for funding, proposed revisions to the ARC Strategic Plan, and a proposed
outreach plan to potential Cooperating Partners.
b. PIE Committee (Brandy Siedlaczek, Chair)
Jennifer Lawson, ARC Staff, reported on behalf of Brandy Siedlaczek that the next PIE
Committee meeting is scheduled for April 14, 2010. The committee is working with
Norsman Plastics on a ARC sponsored rain barrel sale scheduled for May 8 in
Plymouth Township. Once we have confirmed the location we will begin advertising
through Norsman Plastics. PIE Committee members will volunteer during the sale.
The ARC Foundation will receive $1 per 500 up to $1,200 as a donation.
J. Lawson stated that the 2010 Green Infrastructure Project received 10 proposals
and will support 9. The project not funded is not on public property but in a private
subdivision so does not qualify. These should be installed in June.
FOTR Program Survey Results (Sally Petrella, FOTR)
S. Petrella gave a presentation summarizing the results of the survey of ARC
members regarding the FOTR programs and whether they meet the needs/desires of
the ARC communities. FOTR received 19 responses. The slide show is attached at
the end of this meeting summary.
S. Petrella informed the members that FOTR has revised their website including a
calendar of events. She invited the members to participate in their new fundraiser
run on the Lower Rouge Trail on the morning of Rouge Rescue, June 5, 2010. She
also pointed out the new display that was set up which the ARC’s support helped pay
for.
c. Technical Committee (Gary Zorza, Vice Chair)
G. Zorza, Farmington Hills, informed the members that the committee is finalizing the
contract with USGS. They will be hosting a IDEP training on May 11, 2010 (tentative)
in Canton for any employees that communities would like trained. The committee
hopes to finalize the reporting system by June and are planning to have a listen and
learn workshop for the landcover mapping in April so members can learn how they
can use the data.
d. Nominating Committee – 2011/2012 (Tim Faas, Chair)
T. Faas introduced T. Biasell, Farmington Hills, who accepted to serve as the chair of
the 2011/2012 Nominations Committee for elections at the September Full ARC
meeting. T. Biasell asked that any member interested in serving on this committee or
anyone interested in nominating someone should contact him or the ARC Staff. New
officers would be introduced and take over at the December 2010 Full ARC meeting.
6. Rouge Program Office Report (Kelly Cave, Wayne County)
K. Cave reminded the ARC members that the Round X notice is out and is due on April 12,
2010, and should be delivered to the Wayne County Commerce Court offices located in
Wayne. K. Cave and R. Alsaigh will be moving out to this location in April.
K. Cave stated that Wayne County submitted a request through an appropriation for the
Rouge to John Dingell and it will be included in his package for 2011.

Full ARC Meeting Summary
March 25, 2010

Page 6

K. Cave stated that the Year in Review report for 2009 should be out within a month.
7. Opportunity for Public Comment
A. Mangus informed the ARC members that SEMCOG offerers storm water services in
regards to communities permit audits. She also stated that SEMCOG will be hosting a
regulations workshop. SEMCOG is working with DWSD on green infrastructure with a LID
component and they are working on storm water pollution prevention plans wit SWPPI
as it relates to garages.
Hae‐Jin Yoon, MDNRE, introduced Tracy Kecskemeti who will be taking over for Betsy
Nightengale who took a position with EPA. Tracy has worked for MDNRE since 2001 and
has experience in spill related issues and is learning the MS4 program and should be a
great addition. The MDNRE will be hosting a compliance assistance conference at
SEMCOG on April 20, 2010, and you can register on the MDNRE website.
Bill Craig, RRAC, stated that the Rouge is still an Area of Concern and that RRAC is still
around but small. He stated that they would like to continue working with the ARC to
help delist the Rouge. The Great Lakes Restoration has a large input on the AOCs for
habitat and this will help steer funding to the AOCs.
Sally Petrella, FOTR, stated that the Frog & Toad Training workshops hosted 348 people.
She informed the members that the Spring Bug Hunt is April 24, at the Environmental
Interpretive Center at the University of Michigan‐Dearborn. S. Petrella reported that
during the winter stone fly search a new species was found while sampling on the Main
branch. She reminded the members that Rouge Rescue is June 5 and the Run for the
Rouge is May 8.
8. Summary of Actions of Full Alliance (Chris O’Meara, ARC staff)
• Approval of October 21, 2009 Full ARC Meeting Summary.
• Members should contact Tim Faas or any Officers with feedback or concerns about
the ARC
• ARC members should send summaries of their GLRI submittals.
• PIE Committee hosting a rain barrel sale on May 8, 2010 in Plymouth Twp.
• The Technical Committee will be hosting an IDEP training tentatively on May 11, 2010
in Canton.
• The motion was made to approve the amendments to the Procedure for the Pursuit
ad Acceptance of Grants.
• Any member interested in serving on the Nominating Committee or anyone
interested in nominating someone should contact Tom Biasell, Farmington Hills, or
the ARC Staff.
9. Upcoming Meeting Schedule (C. O’Meara)
• Lower 1/Middle 1 SWAG Meeting, March 30, 9:30 a.m., Northville Township
Municipal Offices
• Upper/Main 1‐2 SWAG meeting, March 30, 1:30 p.m., Longacre House, Farmington
Hills
• Middle 3/Lower 2 and Main 3‐4 SWAG Meeting, March 31, 1:30 p.m., City of Livonia
DPW Office
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•

PIE Committee meeting, April 14, 1:30 p.m., Wayne County’s Commerce Court office
in Wayne

10. Other Business
After the meeting informational presentations were given by Kelly Cave, Wayne County,
and Nina Ignaczak, Oakland County Planning. K. Cave gave the Rouge 2009 presentation
and N. Ignaczak gave a presentation on Walled Lake’s “Cool City by the Lake”. Both
presentations are included at the end of this meeting summary.
11. Adjourn
The motion was made by M. Bonfiglio, Bloomfield Twp., to adjourn the meeting. The
motion was seconded by T. Biasell, Farmington Hills, and passed unanimously.
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